NEW   CURRENTS   OF   E QUALITARIANIS M       295
security against the power of a majority which might, in its lust for power and gold, destroy the whole fabric. The American political system, declared Rufus Choate in the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention of 1853, while "purely and intensely republican/' was designed to achieve two ends above all others, liberty and security'. To accomplish this twofold object, two sets of institutions were created by the fathers in the fullness of their wisdom. The one set was intended to bring out
the popular will in its utmost intensity of utterance;... In this great mansion of liberty resided free elections, a majority voice in the popularly chosen legislatures, a free press, and liberty of worship. The other set was designed to secure the life, liberty, character, and property of each against majority will and power; in another quiet, smaller chamber, far from the torchlight processions, the emotional tugs of the polls and the legislative halls, sat the judiciary, devoted to restraint, reason, and security, the guarantee, in the last analysis, of democracy against itself.
Thus, instead of repudiating democracy as the southern proslavery apologists were to do, the champions of the -rising industrialism interpreted it in such a way as to make it sanction the influence of the wealth that in the eyes of slaveowners and economic radicals alike threatened the very basis of democracy.
Romanticism and Transcendentalism
The Romantic philosophy shared the individualism and optimism of business enterprise, but there the kinship was apt to end. The Romantic concern with nature and primitivism, with the remote in time and place, was a far cry from machines, shops, and offices. The fascination of the South Seas made it possible for Melville to forget foundries and factories. Walden Pond was Thoreau's antidote to railways and cities. Longfellow's recapture in The Golden Legend of the soul of the medieval monk and his embroidered pictures of the primitive red men were assertions of values remote from those of the new industrialism that was transforming America. The Romantic protest against urbanism and industrialism was shown in the rising vogue for Gothic cottages, for landscape gardens, for the picturesque and the monumental in natural scenery. Nathaniel P. Willis wrote his paean to the nation's natural beauty in American